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U.S. Serial No. 10/500,814 

Request For Withdrawal of the Final Rejection Status 

REMARKS 

The applicants would like to thank Examiner Cattungal for the courtesies extended in 
discussing the finality of the present action with the undersigned. As discussed with Examiner 
Cattungal, in the Office action dated November 9, 2009, a new ground of rejection was introduced 
on unamended claims and based on information submitted with a statement under 37 CFR 1. 97(e). 
Under MPEP §609.04(b)(II)(A)(l), however, a final rejection is not appropriate "if information 
submitted during the period set forth in 37 CFR 1.97(c) with a statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) is 
used in a new ground of rejection on unamended claims." 

Specifically, the Information Disclosure Statement submitted October 12, 2009, includes a 
certification statement under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) that each item of information contained in the IDS 
was first cited in a communication (e.g., the European Search Report) from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the IDS. The 
applicants note that Chapelon (U.S. 5,720,287) is an English family member of FR 2715822, and 
therefore the certification under 37 CFR § 1.97(e) is proper. 

Accordingly, the applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
FINAL STATUS of the rejection. If there is any matter that the examiner would like to discuss, the 
examiner is invited to contact the undersigned representative at the telephone number set forth 
below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ladas & Pan y LLP 

224 South Michigan Ave. 

Suite 1600 

Chicago, Illinois 60604 
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